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Hello! 
Welcome to the Magdalen JCR Alternative 
Prospectus. This guide is an introduction to 
Magdalen from its students.  

Choosing a college and deciding whether 
Oxford is the right choice for you can be a 
difficult choice to make, so we hope this guide 
provides a little insight into the unique 
character of life at Magdalen, and dispels 
some of the myths about studying here, to 
help you along the way. 

Details of accommodation, living expenses, 
extra-curriculars, facilities and much more 
can be found within, but nothing beats 
visiting us in person! So come along to one of 
our open days in June or September. More 
d e t a i l s t o b e f o u n d a t : h t t p : / /
www.magd.ox.ac.uk/studying-here/as-an-
undergraduate/open-days-and-visits/
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Hello! 
If you’re reading this, it means you’ve made the first step towards 
making one of the best decisions possible: applying for a place at 
Magdalen College, Oxford.  

My name is Sam and I am in my second year reading Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics at Magdalen. For 2016, I am also the President 
of our students’ union-- the Junior Common Room, or JCR. I suppose 
I ought to tell you a little bit about why I’ve written this. All Oxford 
colleges have ‘link regions’ where we seek to encourage applications 
from state schools. For Magdalen, ours are Nottinghamshire, South 
Yorkshire and the London Boroughs of Westminster and Brent. I grew 
up in Nottinghamshire and was part of the first generation in my 
family to go to university. I wanted to write this because, wherever 
you are from and whatever your background, Magdalen really does 
welcome your application.  

This alternative prospectus shows life at Magdalen from the 
perspective of ordinary students. Oxford is so much more than just essays and libraries, it is a 
community of talented and inspiring individuals from all corners of the globe and all walks of life. Our 
student body is stronger for its diversity, and no matter who you are or where you come from, you 
should know that you will be made to feel welcome at Magdalen.  

If you get a chance to visit Oxford, please do-- I have always found it a truly beautiful and welcoming 
city and feel so lucky to have made it my adopted home for three years. When you're here, come and 
look around Magdalen. Whilst there are obviously practical reasons to apply to Magdalen (like the 
guaranteed accommodation for the length of your degree), it was seeing just how stunning our grounds 
are that convinced me to apply-- well, that and the fact Oscar Wilde came to Magdalen! 

When you are choosing a college to apply to, please don’t play the numbers game and try and second 
guess where it will be “easier” to get into this year. To make the process fairer, applicants are frequently 
re-allocated both before and after interviews so that everyone with the potential to come to Oxford gets 
a chance.  

Speaking for Magdalen, we have some of the best student support provision available. Our Student 
Support Fund, raised via alumni donations, means that every student who applies should be confident 
that their time studying in Oxford will never be detracted from through lack of financial means; college 
recently agreed to use part of this part of money to freeze rents for next year, which means that 
Magdalen will become an ever more accessible place to study in the future. Our generous travel grant 
provision of up to £1,050 for each student means that if you want to pursue a project related to your 
studies overseas, you will have the means to do so. We really are very lucky to have this! 

Please do come and visit us on our open days this summer, the dates of which are on the college 
website. I hope to see you there-- and look forward to seeing many of you for interviews in December! 
In the meantime, if you have any questions then the students of Magdalen will be more than happy to 
answer them. Nazeerah, the JCR’s Access and Admissions Rep can be contacted at 
admissions@magdjcr.co.uk and you can email me at president@magdjcr.co.uk. The official college 
admissions officer can be contacted at: http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/contact-us/request-information-
about-undergraduate-admissions/ 

Good luck!  

Sam Sherburn  
JCR President 2016
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10 reasons to apply to Magdalen
To keep things simple, here are the top ten reasons (in no 

particular order) why Magdalen is a great college to be a part of.

Accommodation provided for all three years. Most 
of the rooms are within college itself, and the others 
are a maximum of three minutes walk from college 
itself. This is a massive bonus, and not something all 
colleges can offer. There’s no risk of ending up the 
other side of town from your friends. 

It’s beautiful! Most colleges are pretty, but 
Magdalen is particularly stunning, with several quads 
and extensive grounds, including Addison’s walk 
(where C. S. Lewis is said to have dreamt up Narnia), 
which are really handy for de-stressing walks. 
Magdalen Tower provides amazing views of Oxford, 
and is the focus of May Morning celebrations. There’s 
also a deer park (no biggie). 

2
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Academic success Magdalen came top of the 
Norrington table (which ranks colleges on finals 
results) in 2015, which is the third time in six years, 
and has historically been a top college in this respect.

Generous student support Over 25% of Magdalen 
students receive some type of financial support during 
their studies. The college is committed to ensuring that 
financial hardship stops no-one from studying here. 
Money is also available to support research projects 
and course-related trips abroad, as well as JCR funding 
for creative projects. 

4
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Societies Dynamic student societies, including music, 
drama, art, poetry, film and sports clubs all flourish, as 
do a number of discussion groups and subject specific 
societies.

7
Entertainment The JCR throws parties (‘bops’) every 
fortnight for the whole college, as well as a number of 
other events through the year. These vary from garden 
parties, Arts Weekend to open mic nights. 

6

8Libraries A newly refurbished 24 hour college library 
(completed in 2016) and law library are really 
convenient, especially for a late night essay crisis.

9
A fun, friendly and inclusive student body 
With a vibrant and welcoming LGBTQ+ community, a 
great welfare team, women’s discussion and cooking 
groups, and a well-stocked student run shop to cater to 
all your snacking needs, Magdalen will make you feel 
right at home.

May Day The 1st of May is traditionally marked by 
Magdalen choir singing at dawn - students across the 
university party through the night and head to 
Magdalen Bridge at 6am to listen.

10

Facilities Extensive sports facilities, free gym 
membership, music practice rooms, free punting in the 
summer, and numerous pitches. Pool, table tennis, PS4, a 
Sky Sports subscription, a huge DVD collection, the list 
goes on . . . 
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New Buildings

Bowie bop

Deer park

Magdalen tower



College Life: Work
One of the biggest questions prospective applicants have is about how much work 

they’ll be expected to do. The answer? Well, it depends on a number of things.  

1) You . Doing anything beyond the 
minimum (which is still significant) is 
totally up to you. There is definitely 
enough time to enjoy yourself as well 
doing well at your degree.  

2) Your subject. Contact hours, lectures, 
essays, lab work, exams – these vary 
hugely between subjects. The Freshers' 
Handbook (see magdjcr.co.uk) gives a 
better idea of subject specific workloads. 

3) Your tutors. Generally your workload is 
left to the discretion of your tutors, and 
all tutors are different. This means they 
may expect different things indifferent 
areas and be more or less flexible on 
deadlines.

An Arts student  
The challenge with humanities subjects is 
imposing structure on yourself, so my day 
could be anything I wanted it to be – but 
normally a typical day would include a 
couple of lectures (normally 10am start), 
lunch in the Old Kitchen Bar in college, an 
afternoon of reading for my latest essay, 
catching coffee with a friend, an hour 
tutorial, dinner in hall, maybe a couple 
more hours finishing off my essay (phew), 
then pub or a film night in with friends.  

A Science student 
If it’s a lab day, I’ll be up and ready to start 
in the lab at 9, will do a few experiments 
until 5, come back for dinner in hall and a 
catch up with friends, then either catch up 
on work or head out. On other days I’ll 
usually have a few lectures starting at 9, 
so I’ll be up for 8 and then go to those. I’ll 
then either go to the gym, do some work 
or just chill. Despite science subjects 
having a greater number of set contact 
hours I still have time to do lots of sports, 
go to interesting talks throughout the 
week or hit bars/clubs.

The Old Library

A Day in the Life of . . .

http://magdjcr.co.uk
http://magdjcr.co.uk


College Life: Entz
‘Entz’ is short for entertainment. Entz reps work tirelessly to bring the best 

events to the JCR. Bops (college parties), Open Mic Nights, themed formals and 
the annual Batwillow Palooza, hosted in one of college’s meadows, are all diary 

highlights. 

Bops 
Ignore what you might hear. Bops are 
great. They’re hosted in the OKB 
(college bar) three times a term, and 
there’s usually a theme to dress up as. 
This term we also had a joint bop with 
other colleges.

Open Mic Nights  
W i t h a t h r i v i n g m u s i c a l 
community, the Magdalen open mic 
nights couldn't not be good. Come 
a l o n g t o s e e 
students  performing  popular chart 
hits, as well as a few musicians who 
have written songs of their own.

Batwillow  
A highlight of the year - Magdalen's biggest 
outdoor party. Taking place in 8th week of 
Trinity Term (‘summer term’), it chases 
away any lingering thoughts of exams. In 
previous years it has boasted a silent disco, 
hog roast, bouncy castle and an open  bar 
for ticket holders. Not to be missed.



College Life: General
Magdalen has a vibrant and dynamic college community with lots of events to get 

involved with. 

Brunch 
Hall and the OKB are shut for lunch on Sundays, leaving many feeling lost, alone, and 
gastronomically vulnerable. The JCR Catering Rep’s job is to make brunch at 11am, and 
assuage our fear with scrambled eggs, sausages, crispy bacon, smoked salmon and cream 
cheese bagels, as well as the necessary continental 
and vegetarian options. Orange juice and coffee is 
a staple. Pancakes and maple syrup might feature. Oxmas 

November blues are banished come 
the 25th when Oxmas comes to town. 
Oxford’s early Christmas, celebrated a 
month before the day itself, sees 
corridors and staircases come 
together for a festive celebration, 
usually involving some kind of 
turkey/sprouts combo (though 
ordering curry is a legitimate 
alternative for those not keen on 
whipping up dinner with all the 
trimmings). Secret Santa is set up 
across the college, decorations go up 
and it becomes acceptable to wear 
Christmas jumpers. 

LGBTQ 
Here at Magdalen we’ve a friendly and welcoming 
LGBTQ community, with lots of LGBTQ-related 
events to get involved with, including weekly 
drinks within college and the annual Oscar Wilde 
Society Dinner for all LGBTQ-identifying members 
of the college. Since 2014 the rainbow flag has 
been flown from the college flagpole to mark 
LGBTQ History month in February. College is 
committed to providing a welcoming environment 
in which students can feel confident in their 
identities. 



College Life: Sports
Sport abounds at Magdalen. Old hands and novices alike 
can join rowing, football, netball, rugby (and more) 
clubs. College and alumnae generously provide the 
funds for equipment. College members elect the 
captains each year. The best part is that anyone, at any 
level of experience, can take part in the various sports 
available.  If traditional sports aren’t for you, Magdalen 
recently won kayak polo cuppers. College punts are also 
available to anyone who wants to use them in Trinity 
term.  

We have facilities that enable cricket, netball, football, 
hockey, rugby and tennis to be played at the Bear Pit, 
our sports ground. We also have a boathouse on the Isis 
(as the stretch of the Thames river in Oxford is called). 
With so many facilities and sports available to get 
involved in, Magdalen truly has a thriving sports scene. 

Rowing 
Both the women’s and men’s teams have a range of boats that will suit anyone – whether you are aiming to 
compete seriously, stay fit or just enjoy the social scene. Most won’t have rowed before, the club teaches 
novices from scratch and develops them into (semi-)serious rowers. Novices learn on the nearby Isis river a 
mere 10 minute jog from college whilst the Seniors bus/cycle down to a longer/less crowded stretch of the 
river in Radley to train with a professional rowing coach.   

There are three college races every year. These are popular events and normally a sizeable contingent from 
college will come down to the boathouse to cheer the rowers on. Magdalen has both strong women’s and 
men’s teams. 



College Life: Sports
Football 

Magdalen has a popular football team. Players of all standards are welcome. There’s both a 1st 
and 2nd XI and the squad is about so much more than just the competitive matches - it’s a social 
team: crew dates, football drinks and getting together to watch the big matches are all part of 
the fun. 

Rugby  

Basically we’re out to play a great game. 
It's all quite relaxed, so don't worry if it's 
been a while since you last donned your 
boots - everyone is truly welcome. As well 
as the crew dates and traditional post-
match beers, we have darts nights, the odd 
pasta meal, and the most coveted evening 
in the Magdalen social calendar, the club 
dinner at Vincent's (the University Blues 
club). Magdalen v Magdalene (Cambridge) 
was a popular event in college this year, 
with Magdalen achieving a great win.  

Netball  
Whether you’re a seasoned WA veteran 
with an enviable shoulder pass technique, 
or you’re a beginner whom neither knows 
nor cares for the rules but just fancies 
some occasional exercise, it is worth 
getting involved in netball at Magdalen. 
Participation may range from sporadically 
rocking up to training sessions on a 
Sunday, to playing (marginally) more 
competitively in league matches against 
other colleges on a Friday. Everyone’s 
welcome to join Magdalen’s fighting 
spirit. 



College Life: Sports
Hockey 

Magdalen has vibrant male and female hockey teams. College is able to provide all manner of 
kit and many have minimal hockey experience prior to arriving at Magdalen, so don’t be put 
off if you’ve never touched a hockey stick or set foot on an astro, that’s what the training 
sessions are for. 

Ice Hockey
We have a popular Ice Hockey team, which trains every Friday at the ice 
rink. No previous experience needed, even if you’ve never skated before.

Cricket 
"I tend to think that cricket is the greatest thing that God created on earth, certainly greater than 
sex, although sex isn't too bad either." - Harold Pinter 

The cricket team plays in summer term. With a recent promotion to the 2nd division, and a 
narrow loss in the quarter finals of cuppers, not to mention convincing wins over the 
graduate team, the Magdalen College Cricket Team (MCCC) have probably earned their 
swagger. They boast of Vaughan-esque cover drives and Anderson-like outswingers. All new 
joiners are encouraged to come to indoor nets at the beginning of Trinity term, where you 
soon notice all the best action happens in the clubhouse.  



College Life: Sports

Croquet 
Hugely popular in college, with most people 
entering a team for the intercollegiate cuppers 
competition, croquet is played in Trinity.  
Croquet provides a superb way to waste large 
amounts of valuable revision time whilst also 
fooling yourself into thinking you look anything 
other than ridiculous. We love it. Don’t worry if 
you’ve never played, most people haven’t and it’s 
very easy to pick up. 

Music, Drama, and Art

Bar Sports  
We even have a pool team. We compete 
against other colleges on a regular basis in a 
relaxed and enjoyable environment. We’re 
fortunate enough to have one of the best 
tables. Barely anyone has any experience at 
pool before coming to university; it is a low-
pressure, low-commitment, high-fun activity 
which anyone can enjoy. 

Squash 
The squash team train at the Magdalen 
squash courts, which are high quality and 
really convenient. Open to all, the club sets 
up games both between themselves and with 
members of other colleges. Of course, inter-
college rivalry is also encouraged, and squash 
enters a number of competitions throughout 
the year.  

Music  
Magdalen has a buzzing musical community, with groups and events for players of all 
instruments and talents.  There are no entry requirements, and the more people involved the 
better. For those who want an excuse to keep playing and singing during their degree there are 
plenty of opportunities to get involved, such as Open Mic nights. We also have two music 
practice rooms with pianos that can be used by any student (not just those reading music) in 
term time. The College also gives out Music Scholarships, which entitles you to attend fancy 
dinners as well.



Music, Drama, and Art

Drama 
Magdalen has one of the most active 
drama scenes of all the colleges, and 
everyone is offered the opportunity to 
take part, regardless of previous 
experience. The official drama society is 
the Magdalen Players, but anyone can put 
on their own production. The college is 
unique in offering an annual scholarship 
in association with the British American 
Drama Academy and the Yale School of 
Drama, covering all the costs for a 
classical acting course, which is an 
unparalleled opportunity. This year, the 
Magdalen Players put on the ‘Importance 
of Being Earnest’ in the President’s 
Garden, which was hugely popular. 

Arts Week 
Magdalen Arts Week strives to be a 
showcase of the most relevant and 
accessible aspects of contemporary art, 
music, theatre, literature and film. 
In previous years we exhibited Sunil Gupta, 
(the legendary Indian photographer who 
was the first artist to document the gay 
scene in Delhi in the 1970s), Beth Fisher, (a 
l a r g e - s c a l e p a i n t e r w h o l i v e s i n 
Oxfordshire) and El izabeth Pr i ce ,
(the Turner Prize-winning film artist, and 
tutor at the Ruskin).  Other events include 
life drawing sessions, singing workshops, 
dance and yoga classes. This year, Arts 
week included poetry performances, and 
Arts Bop, art ‘Instillation’ by Josie Perry, 
music recitals and an outdoor film 
screening in cloisters. Plenty with which to 
broaden our cultural horizons.



Societies
The Sherrington Society  

The Sherrington Society is Magdalen's very own medical society, named after Nobel laureate, 
Sir Charles Sherrington. Each term, we host speakers in the medical sciences (doctors, 
scientists, politicians and philosophers) as well as social events for our members at Magdalen.  

The Society is open (and free) to all medical students (pre-clinical and clinical), biomedical 
scientists, biologists, biochemists, human scientists and experimental psychologists at the 
College. Recent guests include Jeremy Hunt MP (the Health Secretary and an ex-Magdalenite), 
Lord Robert Winston, Sir Richard Thompson (President of the Royal College of Physicians) and 
Professor Simon Baron-Cohen. The highlight of our year is undoubtedly our Annual Dinner in 
Trinity Term, now achieving legendary status!   

Magdalen Film Society 
Magdalen Film Soc  holds weekly screenings of all 
kinds of films, from old classics, to foreign films, and 
popular new movies. The screenings take place in the 
Magdalen Auditor ium, which has a huge 
cinema  screen, 200 seats, and even fancy cinema 
curtains. An extra bonus is that they're great value - 
anyone can come for just £3 a night, which gets you 
two films plus some free wine or juice.

Florio  
The Florio Society meets to appreciate its 
members’ own poems: the traditional form 
of the meeting invite anonymous 
contributions on a set theme and/or 
subject. These are duplicated, circulated at 
the meet and read aloud. Critical 
discussion follows.  

Feminist discussion group 
The JCR’s women’s officer runs a regular 
discussion feminist discussion group on a 
broad range of themes from sex and 
relationships to identity, with all genders 
welcome. This year, we have also had 
regular  meet-ups to cook for each other.

The Atkin Society  
The Atkin Society is Magdalen's law society, which includes all the lawyers in college, from 
undergraduate to tutor. We host social and law firm sponsored events for our members at 
Magdalen.  Recent highlights include our Christmas dinner, the Trinity Term dinner moot 
attended by Lord Justice Beatson, a garden party and our frequent curries.



Societies
University Challenge Team  

Currently Magdalen (alongside Manchester University) is the only institution to 
have won University Challenge four times. We love Jeremy Paxman, and have his 
signature on the wall of our bar. The quizzing community in college is large and 
ranges from first year undergrads to PhD students. They meet regularly to indulge 
in all kinds of trivia-based fun. 

Stokesley  
Stokesley is a discussion group for current affairs and topical issues. Typically one person 
gives an underprepared presentation on a topic that’s too large or controversial to be 
properly considered, then the question is opened to the floor and all hell breaks lose. 
Debate is always enjoyable, and comes with a free lunch.

Christian Union  
As a group, we specialise in free food and 
profound theological questions 
(approximately equal proportions of each). 
We love to give out toasties, pancakes and 
pizza and talk about the great questions of 
life, the universe and everything. We’re 
affiliated with the Oxford Inter-Collegiate 
Christian Union, who put on regular talks 
and events. 



Accommodation and Catering
Accommodation 

To make it abundantly clear: Magdalen can provide accommodation for the entire 
duration of your course. Whether you have a more basic room or a lavish set, all are 
priced at a flat rate so you never need worry that you’ll be forced to take your last 
choice or won’t be able to afford your desired staircase. Plus, we have a fair ballot 
system (no rooms determined by academic merit and a flat fee). You are randomly 
given a position in the ballot in First Year, which is then reversed the year after, so you 
stand a chance at getting a great room during your time here.  

First year students are housed in either the (highly desirable) Waynflete Building just 
over Magdalen Bridge or one of the High Street houses. Only the laziest of students 
bemoan the two-minute walk to college. The ‘Flete is , extremely conveniently situated 
above Sainsbury’s, so your parents need never fear that you’re failing to feed yourself. 
Students in the houses tend to be quite close, while the Flete  is very communal, and 
offers the opportunity to get to know a lot of the other freshers. 

In second and third year you move within college walls. There are no shared rooms, 
and some even boast lounges or en suite bathrooms. The Heston Blumenthals among 
us may be appeased by the numerous well-stocked kitchens across college, meaning 
hall attendance is by no means necessary. 

There is a limited amount of disability-friendly accommodation; for more information, 
prospective students are advised to contact the Home Bursar or Tutor for Admissions 
before making an application. 

Catering  
We are lucky to have both catered and self-
catered facilities at Magdalen. In terms of catered 
facilities, there’s food available in Hall and the 
Old Kitchen Bar to salve your hunger pains. Hall 
provides hot meals, salads, desserts, soup—with 
vegetarian options always available, the Old 
Kitchen Bar offers sandwiches, quiche, pasties 
and a huge salad bar. Both do a good job, and 
typically students alternate between them.  

There’s also loads of kitchen facilities dotted 
round the accommodation, and self-catering is a 
route many choose to go down. Typically 
cheaper, sometimes tastier (depending on your 
culinary proficiency), but with the extra chore of 
washing up afterwards.  



Money and Funding
Financial Support 

Money can be stressful aspect of being a student. But fear not. Firstly, the university offers 
bursaries, tuition fee reductions and scholarships. To find out more about University support and 
whether you’re eligible to apply follow this link: http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/
undergraduate/fees-and-funding.  

Then there are also a number of support funds at College that exist to help students who 
encounter any kind of financial difficulty. The first is the Student Support Fund, which helps out 
about 100 current students each year (that’s 25% of undergraduates) with the cost of living and 
studying at Oxford during their course. Second is the Magdalen Hardship Fund, which is for 
unforeseen and one-off financial hardship. Generally these are small sums of money given on a 
case-by-case basis. Thirdly, College also awards Scholarships, Awards and Prizes for academic 
excellence. These range from £40 to £350.  

There is also a Magdalen fund designated for course-related travel, and all Magdalen 
Undergraduates are entitled to a substantial grant. If your trip is of a more tangential nature, 
college may still award you with a reduced grant. All undergraduates are now entitled to a 
Research Grant for projects related to their course, and there are also Vacation Study Grants for 
staying in the college over the holidays if you need to.

How expensive is Magdalen?  
Accommodation: in 2015/16 rooms worked out at £22.36 a night, or £1,319.24 per term. This 
includes weekly cleaning, heating, electricity, bed linen (changed weekly), and Ethernet 
connection (internet)/wifi. We are the only Oxford college to have frozen its rent for 2016/17. 

Meals: Recently, the JCR voted to 
accept a new fixed catering charge 
of £65.18 per term, which is a 
massive reduction from the 
£223.25 first years paid in 2015/16.  
The amount people spend in hall 
varies from person to person. An 
evening meal, with main course (a 
cheaper vegetarian option is 
always available), potatoes/chips 
and vegetables would come to £3 – 
£4. Puddings are available for 
about £1, and you can make your 
own salad for £1.25.  

College estimates that if you eat 3 meals a day in Hall or the OKB food costs will come to £530. 
Very few people spend that much on food in college: some first years struggle to spend £150 per 
term, but it really depends on how much and what you like to eat.    

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/fees-and-funding
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Location
One of Magdalen’s greatest strengths is its location. Right on the edge of the town centre, 
it is close enough to make everything easily accessible. You need rarely walk for more than 
five minutes for anything, you don’t need taxis to shuttle you to and from clubs, and the 
walk home is just down the High Street, making it extremely safe.

The numerous resources of Iffley Sports Centre are ten minutes away, so even a spare hour 
can accommodate a swim or workout. 

Oxford itself is a great city to be a student in. The town is packed full of unusual, 
independently-owned coffee shops, bookstores, clothes shops and the like. Magdalen’s also 
conveniently situated near Cowley, which 
has a reputation for being vibrant and 
diverse, and is only a short walk away. You’ll 
find second-hand vintage shops, a wide 
selection of pubs stocking unusual ales, and 
a vibrant strip of restaurants and bars. 
Jericho, house to the North of Oxford, is 
famous for its cocktail bars and restaurants, 
should you want to celebrate.  

There are always small live music acts 
scattered around the city every night. 
Whatever your taste, you’re bound to find 
something that suits. 

London is only a short coach ride away. The Oxford Tube has a station across the road from 
Magdalen, and runs 24 hours a day.  



International Students

Monarch 
My name is Monarch Jayant. I'm a second year biochemist 

from India. I've just finished my first year at Magdalen as 

an international student, and I must say that it was 

probably one of the best years of my life as of yet. The life 

of an international student isn't that different from an UK 

student. In the zero week, you'll have some orientation events 

designed to ease you into living there in Oxford - registering with the police,  

opening a bank account, etc. The university will aid and guide you in all of these 

processes, so don't worry about them at all. Besides zero week, the only difference I 

encountered as an international student was that I had to use my BRP card (visa) as 

my id instead of my driver's licence. You might also initially miss out on some British 

politics bants but you'll get them eventually. That's all the difference there is! If you 

want to meet other students from your country, then you could join the society for 

your country. I don't have much experience in this case as the Indian society didn't 

contact me after I had signed up during fresher's fair! I like to think that I haven't 

missed out on much. Regarding my visa application, I applied extremely close to the 

start date (1st October - start date was 5th October!) due to some unavoidable 

circumstances. Obtaining a visa usually takes a week or two. However, I just contacted 

the UK embassy in my country, explaining my situation, and requested them to 

expedite the process. They obliged and I got my visa on 3rd! Smooth sailing from 

there. Still, I'd recommend that you finish all of this well before the start date to 

avoid any last minute complications. These were the entirety of my 'international' 

aspect as a Magdalen fresher. One the best things of being a student here at Oxford is 

that there is no distinction between a UK national, and an international student. So 

don't worry about facing any potential problems as an international student as there 

are none! 



International Students
Hope 

My name's Hope. I'm a student studying English here at Magdalen, 
but I'm originally from Auckland, New Zealand, where I was living 
up until I moved here to start university in 2015.  

Face it: if you're applying from overseas, the process is not only a 
bit daunting (and I'm sure it's that across the board!) but has this 
whole added knowledge barrier. Everything from "What's UCAS?" 
through to "Do you only ever gain admission to Oxford if you're 
some sort of minor deity?" (can confirm that the answer to the latter is 
emphatically no!). I had little to no clue, personally. And when I was 
applying, I freely admit to choosing Magdalen for the simple fact that it had a deer park. 
Possibly also because Oscar Wilde studied there. But I'd never visited the college - I mean, it 
was on the other side of the world.  

When I arrived, I got out of the train station in Oxford suddenly faced with finding my way in a 
strange country to my new 'home' with two giant bags of stuff. I remember I was so tired from 
the flight that I slept through the whole of Fresher's Week and missed all the meetings and 
drinking and gossip, so it felt doubly alien when classes began the following week and I didn't 
know anybody. Strange accents, new people, old buildings.  

I grew up in a semi-rural setting just outside of Auckland in New Zealand - hills, mountains, 
native bush-land, tramps in the summer and the nearest dairy an hour's walk away - but more 
than the new oddness of buildings and British woods was the incredibly painful sense of 
everyone I loved being thousands of kilometres away. I remember I wore my pounamu every 
day for the first term in an attempt to maintain that connection.  

Things did get better, but only when I started making myself go and join things and socialise, 
and that took time and confidence. There are some really great people in my college and on my 
course and some really supportive tutors, and I've met more besides through clubs, and now I 
have to say that Oxford is one of my favourite places in the world - it's beautiful, Magdalen is 
incredible, and I'm so lucky to study here.  

Things still get me about British culture (and more specifically, the craziness that is Oxford's 
subculture) - but now it's strange in a way that doesn't seem hostile; that I can laugh at. 
Everything from to the emphasis on history and tradition, to the fact that Brits call their 
underwear pants and their pants trousers (which I've gotten wrong a coupla times to hilarious 
effect).  

All up I don't want to disguise the fact that it's difficult coming from far away. Really, it can be 
quite difficult. But at the same time, maybe moving was always going to be difficult for a shy 
person like me. At Oxford, there's a really supportive network and so many incredible people - 
so much room for growth. Choosing to come was one of the best things I've ever done. 



International Students
Nora 

Being an international student at Magdalen has been a very 

positive experience. My initial worries about studying law in a 

foreign language soon subsided. While there was the 

occasional misunderstanding (I remember mishearing an 

expression as “Dutch carriage” and wondering why you needed 

to drink before you could drive it), I didn’t find it too difficult to 

keep up and I became a lot more confident in my use of the English 

language. The tutorial system (i.e. being taught in small groups, or sometimes on your 

own) has been very helpful in this regard, as it forces you to speak out and doesn’t leave 

any room for being shy. In my second year, I even started taking part in mooting 

competitions (mock trials), which required me to speak in front of Supreme Court 

judges -  the thought of doing that, in English, would have seemed overwhelming before 

I started my degree. 

Socially, the college system makes it very easy to make friends. The fact that most 

Magdalen first years live quite close together in the (not exactly luxurious, but, in its 

own way, cozy) Waynflete building means that you’ll meet interesting people from a 

range of backgrounds. First, you’ll get to know many English people and won’t just live 

in a “bubble” of international students (although, of course, you’ll meet those as well). 

Second, as wonderful as law students obviously are, I think spending time with people 

who read different subjects can prevent tunnel vision. At the very least, hearing your 

scientist friends talk about their degrees will show you that there are many strange and 

wonderful things in the world, and that you’re very glad that someone other than 

yourself has set out to find out about them. 

It should also be mentioned that, if you ever do get homesick, most countries have their 

own university-wide societies. The German society organises a range of interesting 

events throughout the year and invites some very famous German speakers. I’ve heard 

similar things about, for instance, the Polish Society.  

(Nora Wannagat, Germany, BA Jurisprudence (with Law Studies in Europe)) 



Further Information

Contact details 
If you have any questions feel free to contact any of 

the following addresses: 

Current Students 
Access and Admissions JCR Rep: 

admissions@magdjcr.co.uk 

1st Year JCR Rep: 

1styear@magdjcr.co.uk  

College staff 
College outreach officer: 

outreach@magd.ox.ac.uk 

College Admissions officer: 

admissions@magd.ox.ac.uk  

There is lots of information available on our website 
– do check it out! 

http://www.magdjcr.co.uk/ 

Disclaimer: This prospectus was produced by Magdalen College JCR for potential applicants. Please note that any 
views or opinions presented in this handbook are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of 

Magdalen College JCR or Magdalen College as a whole. Magdalen College JCR cannot accept any responsibility for 
damage or loss arising from the use of this prospectus or hyperlinks. All information is correct as of June 2016.

mailto:admissions@magdjcr.co.uk
mailto:1styear@magdjcr.co.uk
mailto:outreach@magd.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@magd.ox.ac.uk
http://www.magdjcr.co.uk/
mailto:admissions@magdjcr.co.uk
mailto:1styear@magdjcr.co.uk
mailto:outreach@magd.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@magd.ox.ac.uk
http://www.magdjcr.co.uk/

